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10
th

 Grade CCA for English/Language Arts 
 

South Kingstown High School 10
th

 Grade E.L.A. Comprehensive Course Assessment: 

Persuasive Essay in Response to Literature 
(worth 50% of final exam grade) 

SLE A2: Reading and Writing Critically — Persuasive Writing; Response to Literature 

 

Objective 
� Every 10

th
 grade student will write a text-based persuasive essay as the Comprehensive Course 

Assessment (CCA) in English/Language Arts. 

� This essay will relate to one of the course’s essential questions: 

1) Discuss how this work of literature has helped you to understand more about what it means 

to be an American. 

2) What does this work of literature tell you about the importance of community? 

� This essay will focus on one of the core literary texts used in this course (see attached list). 

� This essay will demonstrate the student’s skills in communicating persuasively. 

 

Requirements: 

In order to meet proficiency requirements for the CCA, your essay must… 

� take an arguable position on some issue relating to the text. 

� have multiple paragraphs: 

o an introduction, including a hook and a clear statement of your position; 

o multiple body paragraphs, with specific details from the selected literature and strong critical 

thinking to support the your position; 

o a conclusion that sums up major points and restates your position. 

� demonstrate your skills in each of the following persuasive techniques: 

o develop main idea in a logical order with smooth and varied transitions; 

o develop position with persuasive strategies including rhetorical devices, emotional and logical 

appeal, etc.; 

o address possible objections. 

� demonstrate your skills of formal writing: 

o use correct and logical word forms; 

o avoid contractions; 

o weave quotations; 

o use a clear and effective voice; 

o use varied and mature sentence structure; 

o demonstrate proper use of standard grammar and mechanics (spelling, punctuation, etc.); 

o follow MLA format. 

 

Assessment: 

� Your project will be assessed according to the SKHS English Department’s Persuasive Essay Rubric. 

� The essay will count as 50% of your final exam grade.   

� Your teacher may grade the writing process for quarterly grades. 

� You will receive feedback on your drafts from your teacher and your peers.   

� Your teacher will establish deadlines and a process for resubmissions. 

� If, after your final draft has been assessed, it does not meet proficiency, you will be allowed 

opportunities to revise it in order to meet graduation requirements. 

 

 
Grade Span Expectations 

W–1, W–2, W–3, W–6, W–7, W–8, W–9, W–10 

R–4, R–5 

Student Learning Expectations (Portfolio Submissions) 

A2: Reading and Writing Critically — Persuasive Writing; 

Response to Literature 
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10
th

 Grade E.L.A. Texts for Use on Comprehensive Course Assessments 
 

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (Sherman Alexie) 

The Crucible (Arthur Miller) 

The Glass Menagerie (Tennessee Williams) 

The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald) 

Into the Wild (Jon Krakauer) 

Julius Caesar (William Shakespeare) 

Of Mice and Men (John Steinbeck) 

Othello (William Shakespeare) 

A Raisin in the Sun (Lorraine Hansberry) 

To Kill a Mockingbird (Harper Lee) 

 

 

 

Sample Prompts for 10
th

 Grade E.L.A. Comprehensive Course Assessments 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird has been on the 10
th
 grade reading list at North Princeton High School for twenty years.  

The school committee in North Princeton, after receiving an average of two complaints each year from parents 

and/or students about the use of offensive racial slurs and the adult content of the novel, has recommended that 

To Kill a Mockingbird be dropped from the 10
th
 grade curriculum.  Write a letter to the school committee in 

which you either defend or oppose their proposal.  Be sure to support your position with specific references to 

the novel’s text, including direct quotations. 

 

Is George (in Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men) guilty of murder?  Compose a speech to the jury at George’s 

murder trial as either his defense attorney or the prosecuting attorney charging him with murder.  Be sure to 

support your position with specific references to the novel’s text, including direct quotations. 

 

Who is the hero of Julius Caesar? 


